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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Well we’re already into the second month of 2015. What started out in January 

weather wise with very little snow and still being able to see the ground, has turned 

into something less than a cruel joke. I was beginning to believe and hoping that this 

was going to be one of those winters where we didn’t get a lot of snow. Last week I 

was in at work pretty well every morning to deal with the white stuff. Get sick of it 

after a while. 

I trust everyone had a great holiday season as we embark on the second half of the 

Lions year. We’ve had three meetings since the start of the year. First was our Jokes and Gags 

Night at Heritage United. Thanks to those who made the effort to bring jokes for the evening. Tail 

Twister Jim Doak and Lion Bill Milligan were in particularly fine form keeping those in attend-

ance laughing. Next meeting was Lisa Bruce and information on the upcoming Pan Am Games. 

Lots of events. Lots of venues. And a new facility built in Markham specifically for the host some of 

the completions.  I hope everyone takes the time to be part of Pan Am. Let’s show the world Mark-

ham cares! Last meeting we welcome Earl Salzman and his topic of climate change. It was also 

Membership Night. While we would have liked to see a few more prospective members as there is 

a real push from District to attract new members. I thought Lion Bill Dyer gave a poignant two 

minute speech about how Lion Fred Sheehy got him to give Lions a look. Rather than the hard 

sell, the subtle approach. Maybe we all need to take a page out of Lion Fred’s book. Let’s all go out 

and ask our friends and neighbours to attend a Lions meeting. Help our District grow. 

Kudos go out to Lion Ken Tranter who I believe was very involved with the event at the Hospital 

where a number of area Lions Clubs including ours were thanked by the Hospital for their contri-

butions. Refreshments were served and a tour of some of the facilities was on the itinerary. I was 

unable to attend but hear that Lion Mark Carrington presented a cheque to the Hospital from 

some of the proceeds from the Cruise Raffle. Thanks to all who attended on behalf of MLC. 

Lion George McKelvey has among other thing been encouraging all Markham Lions members to 

attend this year’s A-16 convention held in Haliburton. If you’ve never been to an A-16 convention, 

this one you’ll really want to attend as it is at the Pinestone Resort. Get to meet a whole lot of Li-

ons from other clubs in the District and have a lot of fun. Of course we have another interest at the 

Convention as Lion Ken Drynan has put his name forward for the position of Regional Chairper-

son for Zone 18. Should Ken garner any competition for the position, he’s going to need all our 

Club’s support to win. Lion Ken will be making his visits to all the clubs in Zone 18 to make his 

pitch. I am sure he’s appreciate any Lion who would accompany him for support. Lion Ken, I am 

sure everyone in club wishes you the best in your pursuit of Regional Chairperson’s position. 

Our next meeting is our official visit from District Governor Eleanor Colwell. I think she always 

enjoys coming to our Club because of how we conduct our meetings and how much fun we appear 

to be having. As an added bonus we also have Lion Tom Gordon from North Newmarket who will 

talking to us about pursuing a Club Excellence Award. Should be an interesting meeting and hope 

all club members will attend. 

About all for this edition of Jungle Talk…Mark has been chasing me again. Says he wants my 

message ASAP as he’s going south pretty soon. Must be nice. Hope he remembers all of us still 

stuck in this winter. At the very least, Mark could bring some of that warm weather back with 

him!! J  
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EDITORIAL 

 

 Lion Dave Galloway 
For the Looking Back article I looked at the current version 
of the A 16 website.  It then occurred to me that I haven’t 
looked at the MDA web site for quite awhile and so I took a 
look. I was and am impressed.  Included was a presentation 
of the 1964 47th Lions International Convention in Toronto.  
At that time I had been with Hydro for a year, and was still 

classified as a Engineer-Trainee.   
I have a vague recollection of wondering whether that would be a good 
time for some vacation to avoid the crowds.  It was more crowded then you 
would expect as Governor George Wallace of Alabama was a keynote 
speaker.  “More than 250,000 people turned out to see this parade which 
set a record with Lions Clubs International in terms of participation. Prem-
ier John Robarts welcomed everyone on behalf of Ontario.”  (Years later 
after he had retired from politics I rode on the subway from King station to 
Rosedale with the former Premier.) 
I suspect you would also find interesting the story on “The Missing Lions 
from the War of 1812.” 
You also might want to check out the USA-Canada forum which this year 
is in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  I believe Lion Mandy, Jen, Kim and I were 
there many years ago.  (Stayed at the KOA.)  It appears to have grown sig-
nificantly such then. 
I also discovered that along with the friendship arches, Lions benches are 
available. There are pictures of the winning peace posters which I always 
find amazing. 
There is considerably more information in this web site.  In fact the only 
thing I found missing is that there are no jokes.  Always like to have a few 
of those.  Members used to ask me why I put jokes in the club bulletin as 
they had nothing to do with Lionism.  I told them it had to do with Lions. 
man goes to the confessional. "Forgive me father, for I have sinned." 
"What is your sin, my child?" The priest asks back. 
"Well," the man starts, "I used some horrible language this week and feel 
absolutely terrible." 
"When did you do use this awful language?" said the priest. 
"I was golfing and hit an incredible drive that looked like it was going to go 
over 250 yards, but it struck a phone line that was hanging over the fairway 
and fell straight down to the ground after going only about 100 yards." 
"Is that when you swore?" 
"No, Father." Said the man. 
"After that, a squirrel ran out of the bushes and grabbed my ball in his 
mouth and began to run away." 
Is THAT when you swore?" asked the Father again. 
"Well, no." said the man, "You see, as the squirrel was running, an eagle 
came down out of the sky, grabbed the squirrel in his talons and began to 
fly away!" 
"Is THAT when you swore?" asked the amazed Priest. 
"No, not yet." The man replied. "As the eagle carried the squirrel away in 
his claws, it flew towards the green. And as it passed over a bit of forest 
near the green, the squirrel dropped my ball." 
"Did you swear THEN?" asked the now impatient Priest. 
"No, because as the ball fell it struck a tree, bounced through some bushes, 
careened off a big rock, and rolled through a sand trap onto the green and 
stopped within six inches of the hole." 
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BITS & BYTES 

Up-Coming Events: 

 February 7, 2015 - Cards Night at the Lawn Bowling Club - Postponed until further notice 

 A16 Convention, April 24-26, 2015 at the Pinestone Resort , Haliburton 

 Thornhill Lions Club Gala —May 1, 2015 at Le Parc Banquet Facilities, . $85/person (all inclusive) 

 Family Day at the Museum is on Monday February 16, 2015 

 St. Patrick’s Day Lunch - March 17, 2015 at the Seniors Home on Water Street. 

At Left Lion Glenn Park made is presenting a donation to Lisa 

Bruce who made a presentation on the 2015 Pan Am/Parapan 

Am Games at the Markham Lions Club Regular meeting on 

January 22, 2015. The Pan Am games are scheduled from July 

10 - 26 and the Parapan Am games from August 7 - 15. Approx-

imately 7600 athletes from the Americas and Caribbean will 

compete at more than 30 venues located in southern Ontario. 

Approximately 2300 volunteers are being hired to assist with 

the games. 

Above Lion President Mike Hiatt is presenting  

Lion Scott Young with his Membership Certifi-

cate after being transferred to the Markham 

Lions Club. The presentation was made at the 

January 22, 2015 Regular Meeting. 

In the above are Lion Bryan Gray on the right 

with visiting guest Lion Lionel Clarke at the 

Markham Lions Club regular meeting on January 

8, 2015. Lion Lionel who was a member of the 

Richmond Hill Lions Club which has closed and 

he is seeking to be transferred to the Markham 

Lions Club. He was a guest of Lion President 

Mike Hiatt.  

 Pan Am/Parapan Am Games 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - ONE 

 

  

 Caribbean Cruise Raffle Draw 

 The winners are: 

 Cruise: Ticket #250 - Jordon Mees 

 2nd Prize Ticket # 381 - Karen Doak 

 3rd Prize Ticket # 362 - Shannon Huckins 

 4th Prize Ticket # 058 - Glen Clarke 

The Markham Lions Club Turkey Roll 

and Cruise Raffle Draw took place on  

December 5, 2014 at the Box Grove 

Community Centre. Everyone had a   

good pot luck dinner and enjoyed the 

bingo games. 

The Cruise raffle Draw took place on 

that evening and the winners are listed 

above. The Markham Town Crier 

(Above) conducted the draw 

On the right are the Lions who sold the 

most raffle tickets. 

1. Lion Royden McDermid-17 Books 

2. Lion John Brodie-16 Books          

3. Lion - Ian Oliver-10 Books            

4. Lion Ken Drynan-10 Books 

Turkey Roll Night   

Mr. John 

Webster 

Town Crier 

conducting 

the Cruise 

Raffle draw. 

1 

2 3 

4 
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RAFFLE DRAW WINNERS  

 

Above is Jordan Mees 1st prize winner of the 

Cruise Raffle Draw receiving the prize from 

Lion Mark Carrington. The draw was held 

December 5, 2014. Jordan Mees opted for the 

cash of $3500.00 instead of the Caribbean 

Cruise. 

This is Karen Doak winner of the 2nd Prize of 

$500.00 from the Cruise Raffle Draw. Above 

Lion Mark Carrington is presenting the 

cheque to Karen Doak. 

Above is Shannon Huckins the 3rd Prize winner 

of $300.00 from the Cruise Raffle Draw. Shannon 

Huckins is the granddaughter of Lion Ron Cham-

bers who is presenting the cheque. 

  

Region Chairperson Candidate 

The Markham Lions 

Club at its meeting on 

January 22, 2015   

nominated  

Lion Ken Drynan     

As a Candidate for 

Region Chairperson 

Region 18 - 2015—2016. 

Your Club support for this outstanding   

Lion is requested when you vote at the A16 

Convention April 24 to 26, 2015 at the 

Pinestone Resort in Haliburton. 
Glen Clarke was the 4th Prize winner for the Cruise 

Raffle Draw. His prize of $200.00 was sent to him by  

mail. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

    

Presentations 

In the Photo above Lion Mark Carrington (Left) is 

presenting Sandy Turney of the Lions Foundation 

Canada DogGuides with a cheque for $4000.00 at 

the Regular Meeting of the Markham Lions Club 

on January 22, 2015. The money is part of the pro-

ceeds from the Cruise Raffle Draw held on Decem-

ber 5, 2014. 

At the Regular meeting on January 22, 2015 Lion 

Mark Carrington (Left) presented the Lions Clubs 

Camp Kirk Foundation with a cheque for $2500.00 

part oof the proceeds from the Cruise Raffle Draw. 

Receiving the Cheque on the behalf of LCCKF is 

Lion Tom Goldring (second from right) along with 

Lions Carl Vanseader, Ken Harris and Dick Peel 

(Right). 

  

This photo shows some of the many Markham Lions who were on hand for the tour of the Markham 

Stouffville Hospital on January 29. Markham Lions Club presented a cheque for $1000.00 to the Markham 

Stouffville Hospital Foundation, part of the proceed from the Cruise Raffle draw. Accepting the Cheque was 

CEO, Suzette Strong and Donna Doherty from the MSH Foundation. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE  

 The Boss 

One day a man goes to a pet shop to buy a parrot. The 

assistant takes the man to the parrot section and asks 

the man to choose one. The man asks, ''How much is 

the yellow one?''  

The assistant says, ''$2000.'' The man is shocked and 

asks the assistant why it's so expensive. The assistant 

explains, ''This parrot is a very special one. He knows 

typewriting and can type really fast.''  

''What about the green one?'' the man asks.  

The assistant says, ''He costs $5000 because he knows 

typewriting and can answer incoming telephone calls 

and takes notes.''  

''What about the red one?'' the man asks.  

The assistant says, ''That one's $10,000.''  

The man says, ''What does HE do?''  

The assistant says, ''I don't know, but the other two 

call him boss.'' 

========== 

The Engineer at the Golf Course 

A pastor, a doctor and an engineer wait for a particu-

larly slow group of golfers. The engineer fumes, 

"What's with these guys? We've been waiting for 15 

minutes!" 

The pastor says, "Hey, here comes the groundskeeper. 

Let's have a word with him." 

"Say, George, what's with that group ahead of us? 

They're rather slow, aren't they?" the doctor asks. 

The groundskeeper tells them that the other golfers 

are a group of blind firefighters who lost their sight 

saving the clubhouse from a fire and that they come 

and play for free whenever they want. 

The group is silent for a moment. 

The pastor says, "That's so sad. I will say a special 

prayer for them tonight." 

The doctor says, "Good idea. I'm going to contact my 

ophthalmologist buddy and see if there's anything he 

can do for them." 

The engineer says, "Why can't these guys play at 

night?" 

======== 

While driving in  Pennsylvania , a family caught up to 

an Amish carriage. The owner of the carriage obvious-

ly had a sense of humor, because attached to the back 

of the carriage was a hand printed sign... "Energy effi-

cient vehicle: Runs on oats and grass. Caution: Do not 

step in exhaust." 

 

======== 

 

A Sunday School teacher began her lesson with a ques-

tion, "Boys and girls, what do we know about God?" 

A hand shot up in the air. "He is an artist!" said the 

kindergarten boy. 

"Really? How do you know?" the teacher asked. 

"You know - Our Father, who does art in Heaven.." 

 

======== 

 

A minister waited in line to have his car filled with gas 

just before a long holiday weekend. The attendant 

worked quickly, but there were many cars ahead of 

him. Finally, the attendant motioned him toward a 

vacant pump. 

"Reverend," said the young man, "I'm so sorry about 

the delay. It seems as if everyone waits until the last 

minute to get ready for a long trip." 

The minister chuckled, "I know what you mean. It's 

the same in my business." 

 

======== 

 

People want the front of the bus, the back of the 

church, and the center of attention. 

 

======== 

When you carry the Bible, Satan gets a headache..... 

When you open it, he collapses..... When he sees you 

reading it, he faints..... When he sees that you are liv-

ing what you read, he flees..... And when you are about 

to forward this message.... He will try and discourage 

you.. I just defeated him!!! Any other takers? 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - TWO 

President’s Christmas Party 

Markham Lions Club members and their partners are seen here 

having some food and fun at the Club 2014 Christmas Party hosted 

by Lion President Mike Hiatt. Everyone had a great time. Many-

thanks to Lion Mike and his wife Cynthia. 
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DISTRICT A16 - ZONE 18 WEST 

District A16 Lions Clubs Update- Zone 18 West 

Zone Chairperson 

Lion Ken Drynan 

 

Lion Mark Carrington is doing an excellent job for the 

Markham Lions Club with the publication on Jungle Talk 

five times a year, and he has a surprisingly effective way 

of approaching deadlines. Quiet diplomacy at the meet-

ings followed by a house call 48 hours before closing! So 

what’s new in my world?  Well, 3 things; Club visits, Cabi-

net Meetings, and 2 restaurants!  

Fortunately round 1 of the Zone 18 West Club visits have been successfully completed with a visit to the 

Canada H-K Unionville Doncrest New Horizon Lions Club January 23, 2015.  The meeting was held at the 

Emperor Fine Chinese Cuisine on Bayview Ave north of Highway 7. If you enjoy authentic Chinese food, 

this restaurant is wonderful.   

Now my notes suggest that I describe District A16 Cabinet Meetings, and what I have learned in the past 

7 months.  It is a fascinating insight to the structure and operation of a District that includes 52 Lions 

Clubs represented by 4 Region Chairpersons and 8 Zone Chairpersons.  The head table comprises the Im-

mediate Past District Governor, 2nd Vice District Governor, 1st Vice District Governor, Cabinet Treasur-

er, Cabinet Secretary, District Lioness President, President of the host Club, and sometimes a Guest 

Speaker.  District Governor Eleanor Colwell is front and centre at this table, and very much in control of 

proceedings.   

The Global Leadership Team, Global Membership Team, and 28 other District A16 Committee Chairper-

sons are distributed as the facility permits, and each may address the meeting.  The agenda is extensive; 

the anticipated duration of the meeting is 4 hours with a short lunch break included.   

So the question is....How does this work?  Well I’m very pleased that our Lion Ken Tranter is the afore-

mentioned Treasurer, and Lion Jim Doak is the Secretary.  I’ve learned to keep a discrete distance from 

them at Cabinet Meetings, because it’s all business with little time for socialising.  I’m seated with Zone 

18 East Chairperson Bryan Carey who has an entertaining sense of humour and the initials PDG!  I ap-

preciate it when Region Chairperson 18 Debbie Dawson rescues me from disaster, which I’m prone to initi-

ate.  

Reports from Zone Chairpersons are submitted in advance, and cover the following topics; Networking 

with Clubs; Health of the Zone; and The District Governors Advisory Committee Meeting Summary (held 

November 25, 2014 in Zone 18W).  The topics require much thought, and careful consideration. You see 

the patterns emerging, Club, Zone, Cabinet meetings.  Also, Membership and Leadership as core require-

ments are evident. The work of the District A16 Committees is extensive, and all about community ser-

vice. 

The next Cabinet Meeting is scheduled for February 7, 2015 to be hosted by the Milliken Mills Lions Club, 

what an honour. The venue is The India Grill and Banquet Hall, 14th Avenue just west of Woodbine in 

Markham.  This is a great restaurant, one of Milliken Mills Lions Club’s best kept secrets. Thank you Lion 

Mark for your visit. 

 

Region Chairperson 

Lion Debbie Dawson 
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LOOKING BACK 

LOOKING BACK   

In looking through my bookcase recently I discovered an old version of the District A 16 Leadership manual.  

When I opened it up I discovered the governor of that time was one Lion Fred Sheehy whom you all know.  It 

was the Lions 1997- 98 year.  The book contains among other things, the names and addresses of District offic-

ers and club officers.  The Markham Lions President was Lion David Galloway, the Secretary Lion Jim Thom-

son and the Membership Director was Lion Bob Mclellan. 

The manual contained this story about four people named EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY and NO-

BODY. 

.There was an important job to be done, and EVERYBODY was asked to do it.  EVERYBODY was sure that 

SOMEBODY would do it. ANYBODY could have done it but NOBODY did it.  SOMEBODY got angry about 

that because it was EVERYBODY’s job..EVERYBODY thought ANYBODY could do it, but NOBODY realized 

that EVERYBODY blamed SOMEBODY when actually NOBODY accused ANYBODY.  Now that something 

to think about. 

.Another paragraph which was contained is as follows. 

All blame is a waste of time. No matter how much fault you find with another, and regardless of how much 

you blame him, it will not change you The only thing blame does is keep the focus off you when you are look-

ing for external reasons to explain your happiness or frustration.  You may succeed in making another feel 

guilty of something by blaming him, but you won’t succeed in changing whatever it is about you that is mak-

ing you unhappy. 

This manual also contained the District Constitution and by-laws, Information manual etc.. It took four pages 

to review the protocol standards.I always wondered how one knew who sat where and what order the speakers 

should be in etc..I also discovered years ago that one is supposed to toast the queen with water and never alco-

holic drinks.  Without going into more details , I got to thinking that we don’t have all this helpful paper now.  

Is it no longer needed or has the process changed?.  The latter, I think, No doubt – it is on the District website. 

And, lo and behold most of the information was there.  However, at the zone meetings the Maple Club was not 

allowed to participate as they are now in another Zone.  (the meetings were in Maple.)  When I say most of the 

information I did not find a listing of which clubs are in which Zones.  I did find Richmond Hill Central was 

still listed – I have been told they folded.  I also found one club which I do not recall hearing about before,  I 

have long thought and still think we could improve communication.   

Invitation Made Easy with the Family Membership Program  

We understand that inviting others to join Lions can be a challenge. So, we've made it easy to invite those 

closest to you with the Family Membership Program. When you invite a family member in the same house-

hold, they pay only half international dues! Learn more about the Family Membership Program on the LCI 

website. Participating in the Ask One campaign just got easier!  

Keep Members Happy and Coming Back!  

Thriving Lions clubs have happy members. Because when members are happy, they serve at a higher capacity 

and remain part of their Lions clubs. Therefore, encourage members in your club to participate in club activi-

ties so they feel satisfied. Unsure if you are meeting the expectations of belonging to the club? Check out the 

Membership Satisfaction Guide to learn how to provide the experiences your members are seeking.  

Lions International 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - THREE 

Four members of the Box Grove Lions Club paid a visited the Markham Lions Club at their Regular 

Meeting on January 22, 2015 at the St. Andrew’s United Church. In the photo on the left are Deepika 

Khurana and Victor, Box Grove Lions. (Tom Goldring MLC at the end). On the right is Dave, Box Grove 

Lions and Zone Chair Ken Drynan MLC and on the end is Rekha Dhinga, Box Grove Lions. 

Visitors from Box Grove Lions Club 

Photos from the President’s Christmas Party 

Cont’d 
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THE ROVING EYE 

PART - FOUR 
 

On December 18, 2014 members of the Markham 

Lions Club gathered at the Markville Mall, Mark-

ham for a presentation of 72 lbs of pop can tabs to 

Peter Gunn on behalf of the Elora Legion. The tabs 

are then sold for revenue to pay for wheel chairs for 

the needy. It takes 2.5 M tabs to purchase one wheel 

chair. Many thanks to lion Jim Doak for coordinat-

ing this event and all who assisted. 

L - R: Zone Chairman Lion Ken Drynan, Lion Al 

Webber Lion John Bell, Lion Grace Medland, Jacque 

Bell, Peter Gunn, Lion Bryan Gray and Lion Jim 

Doak, Dennis Mitchell is in the wheelchair. 

Presentation 
 

Since the Thanksgiving holiday the Markham 

Food Bank has been overwhelmed with food for 

the needy families here in Markham. Since that 

time members of the Markham Lions Club were 

assisting with the pick up, unloading, sorting 

and packaging of the food. As you can see in the 

photo most of the space was occupied with pack-

ages boxes and bags of food to the extent where 

one could hardly find space to walk. It was re-

ported that the amount of food now stored would 

be adequate enough to last until the summer or 

beyond. The food is served to the needy once per 

month at the Food Bank. It was also reported 

that the Food Bank feed approximately 1000 

mouths and some 300 t0 350 families per month. 

In the past few weeks food supply to the Food 

Bank has slowed down and the extra assistance 

from the Markham Lions Club is no longer re-

quired. It is quite likely that things will pick up 

again around the Easter season where food will 

be ready for pick up from the various Schools 

Churches and the many grocery outlets. 

Regular helpers at the Food Bank were Lions 

Dick Peel, Carolyn Stephenson, Carl Vanseader, 

Mark Carrington and Ian Oliver. Lion Thelma 

Stephens also assisted.  

 

  We Serve 

Food Bank 
 


